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«For ſetting apart Thurſday the 14 TE ols 
Otober next; as a day of ſolemn Fa- 


ſting and Humiliation; ,through- 
out this Nazi N 


T7 ith che Grounds and Reaſon: thereof, 


= By the Lord Deputy and Council. 


30 Raered by the Lord Deputy and C 04n- 


il, That this Declaration be forthwith$, 
_ a and publiſhed. 
Tio. Herzerr Cl. of the Council. ig 


wr 
EDUBLI NG. Printed by Wi. Bladen® 
pry Anno Domuni, 1658. 
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H. Cromwell. _ ER 
R———=—==z 0 D bleſſed for e evermore , whio 
> || | worketh al, things after the ( ounſel of 
SN! | bis own will, and giveth no account 
ZE) | of iny ol Ns matters, having lately 
[] taken from our heads : onr Chief 
K t Ruler, jane whole ſhadow we 
[JU = {aid we ſhall live, (the laſtrumenc 
mn of his Hand; i Nga =: he hach 
wrought grextrhings in aad for thele Nations)-calls our 
aloud upon us to confider it, and to lay itro heart, (orher= 
wiſe we may be ſure there is evil to-come) and to-prepare to 
meet our God, even becauſe he hath gone this unto us, - We: 2 
judg ir our Jury alfo to call upon all that fear the Lord in 
chis Land, ro labour that they may be found of him with 
us, in wavs of unfeined Hamiliacion and Reformarion, if 
it may be a lenotheni 1g of our tranquillicy: For,vvhen the people 
turneth not to him that ſmiteth them, neither Fs [ee\ the Lord 0 
Foaits, what can be expected bur that he (bould fer 4c 
Adverſaries, and joyn their enemies together, wo ſhall 
devour them with operi mouth? And in ta. ro an univerſal 
Abaſement and Amendmedt of our {elves , we think it 
moſt leaſonableand needfull to ſtir up our ſelves and all 
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under our cate and charge ſeriouſly to conſider, Thatwhen "of 
Gods judgments of 2 pnblick and general concernment are 
abroad 18a nation ohms, people, ſuch a people ought 
ro rake ſpecial noticeof Gods judgments : Thoſe thar 
will not ſee when bis hand is lifted up, he will make them 
" both lee find feel too, before he hath done with them, ic 
was EyHRAIM's folly, notto know whengray hajrs, 
(ſigns of a decaying and declining condinon) were here and 
there upon bim; Andirtis one of the higheſt points of wil- 
dom in the world to hear the audible and avvtul voice of 
the Rod, and him who hath appointed it. They ought allo 
then to ſearch out why the Lord contendeth with them, to con- 
feſs, lay to heart, and humble thin ſelves lol:mn]y tor their 
fins, procuring ſuch judgments, To pray and ſeek Gods 
face earneſtly ; To reform them(clves and their ways 
thoroughly and {incerely; This is the work whereunto 
the Lord at this day ca.leth as. And oh thatour Lok o, 
| when he cotneth totakea view of vs, might (through the 
| | help of bis blefled Spirir ) find as ſo doing! 

_  - Conſider weallo th God hath cakenaway, & threat- 
nedto take away Chief Rulers and Goernours, and him 
that holdeth the Scepter; both, for the Sins of the Cheif 

- Rulerschemſclves : as, for not belierving fully in God, for 

wot Sanftifying God before the Peaple , and other milcariiaz 

ges ; and tor the Sins of the people under their Rule and 
Government, as, their relying and truſting to their own 
Þi/dom,,way, and Arme of fleſh, rather then on the Lord 
their forgetting and -forſaking God , their deſpiſing bis word 
and warnings : their mocking and miſuſang his me ſſengers; 
_ their perſiſting and proceeding #1 Fill to do wickedly, even in 
deſpight of all Gods mercyes, and judgements; their griey- 
iog the Spirics of their Rulers, by cheir diſcontents, mur- 
murings and ftriviags, and the like : And for the fins of 
the Prophets and Miniſters , their unfaithfulneſs , nor 
BY Bus. diſcovering 


diſco*vering thz peoples iniquities for prergentilg their captivity 
and calamity, bur ſeeing vain and fooliſh things for them, and 
tor the fins of former Rulers, their 14olatry, BlooJguiltineſs, 
Profaneneſs , thele' may bring on-jadgements and ruin ; 
notwithſtanding the zeale and fincere endeavours of their 
Succc flors for a reformarion.: Bow ſhould thethoughts of 
theſc things pierce our hearts, together with the ſence of 
this leyere ſtroak, wherewith the Lord hath at once ſmit- 
ten, not onely theſe three Nations, bur all the- profeſſors 
of the Proteſtanc Religion. | 
Let us alſo conſider further, that God having honoured 
2 people with great Privilidges, Deliverances and Salvari- 
ons, doth ſomerimes-aſter all the good that he hath done 
them, again do them hurr, judge aud deſtroy them; and that 
eſpecially, for their ingratitude towards :God, notwith- 
ſtanding all hts great goodnels, when chey render not again 
according tothe benefit done unto them ,. for their turning away 
their faces from the habitation of the Lard, and-turning their 
back upon him, ' his Worſhip;aad Ordinances; for their 
Unbelief, 1dolatry, Uncleanneſs, height of Impiety, and proz 
fancnels; tor theit Sorcery, Blood, Oppreſoion, and violence, 
diſhoneit gain, and theft, profanetion of the Sabboth, pollution 
of Gods Ordinances, violation of his (Covenant, Car/ing, 
Swearing, and for{wearing, for their Marmaring agai 
God and his Vice-gerefits when afflictions preſs chem; for 
their Barrenneſs under the means ofgrace, and contempt 
of the meſſengers theregf;, | fortheir hatred to Reformation, 
and Enmity againſt Chrift and his' Kingdom, and for their 
incorrigibleneſs and impenitency inall theſe, norwithſtand- 
ing all his (mirings; Now ſhall not | the Lord viſit for theſe 
things ? and: ſha{l not his Soul be avenged on thole that wal- 
law inftheguilrand filth of them? And are there not with 
us, even with us, ſuch Sins as theſe to-be found againſt the 
Lord out God? Are there not groſs Herefies. and horrid 
43 Blaſphemics 
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Blaſphemits in the midſt bf us > much SuperFition and [doc 
htry, tenorance, and Blindneſs, not 'onely of. the Papiſts, 
bar of the generality of Proteſtants allo ? deadneſs and un- 
profitableneſs under the moſt lively and powerful means; 
neple&, conrempr, reproach and prophanation of all the 
Ordinances of .the Goſpel, and inftitured worſhip of the 
Lord teſus. YPhat abule of the glorious and dreadful name of 
the: Lord-our God, not onely by caſtomary and raſh Oaths 
and imprecations (which are uſually intervvoven with the 
language of the Nartives,) but alſo by formal giving and ta« 
king of oaths even inCourts and places of judicature, and 
byſleight and heartleſs diſcourſes of Divine things; moſt 
men vain-ploriouſly aiming more therein to expreſs their 
own guifts, then to attain or exercize grace, or to mini. 
terandcommunicare itunto others? Y//hat deſpiling, un- 
dermining, and oppoſing the work, call, office, and per- 
ſons of 'Goſpel-Miniſters? /Vhat protaning the Lords-day, 
not onelylike beaſts ia wayes of pleaſure, but like Devils 
ſpending that day in fin-againſt the Lord, which ſhould 
beſpent:in:;nigher communion with him? VUUbat uns 


clankfuldefsfor mercies enjoyed 2 VV hat fighting againſt 


Godafer miercies,- under mercies, yea with our very mers 
ces ? Uber loathing and making light of all thar which 
we have and-do' receive, becauſe of the abſenceof ſome 
particulars which we deſire? And hath not Bled here 
reached blood? 'gnder the guilt whereof theſe Lands may yet 
juſtly:be madeto- mourn; the blood of the Innocent ſhed 
by Enemies; and eyenthe blood of the nocent ſhed by 
ourſetves, nan undue manner , without chat grief and 
tenderacfs of Spiricyylich became the followers of the Lamb 
che Lord telus. V Vet panting hath' there been amenp 
us rmeetheduſt ofthecarth, as if all would nor ſuffice 

every mah tenke an handful? V'Vþat labouring to load-our 


up 


EN 
2p wordly Riches? without regard t6 be rich in good works, 
rich in faith, poor in [pirit. what tecking rather after a ſcem- 
ing then a real greatneſs, rather to'begrear in the ſight of 
men, then in the fight of the Lord ? what reſolving roget 
earth, though with che loſs of Heaven ? whar oppreſling 
thepoor Inhabirant, to eaſe and gratifyrherich, in the ap- 
portioning and applorring the publique burthens and rax- 
es ? what depriving the pooret ſort of the price and 'pur- 
chale of his blood and labour, by hard and circcamvent- 
ing bargains & in{naring agreements? and yetthar daugh - 
ter of rhe horſe Leach ſtil crying, give, give. W 
_ Vhat divifons and breaches have there been amongſt 
Brerhren ? and how many fintull conſequencies of thoſe 
diviſions 2 whiſpering, flandering, backviting, reviling, 
and an anger Which teares perpetually, (whereof God comz 
Plaineth by the Prophet Amos.) YPhac ſinful complian- 
ces eyen of ſubordinate Magiſtrates, Jultices of the Peace, 
Officers of the Army, Miniſters of che Goſpel; and others, 
with the unfruitful works of darkneſs * not onely omitting the 
due Execution of the good Lavws concerning Reformarti- 
on : butroo much patxonizing wicked 'metr in theirevil 
ways for carnal eads ; by which' means alfo thatgreat 
work of our Generation, in ſubduing the [iſp Papiltsro 
the ſcepter of [Esus CHrIsr; and removing from 
them the occaſions offin, in theiraſage of many barba- 
rons and brutiſh cuſtoms, hath- been 1n all places obſtru= 
Red; and in moſt, totally negle&ted. ' How little have gods 
linefs and honeſty been regarded by many Mapiſtrates, as 
if co: ſee to theſe wete not includedin their Commithon? 
Flow little have manly Miniſters __— rhe catechixing rhe 
ionorant, viſiting the ſick, rebuking the profane,'inſtratti 
F-xry houſe pn houſe. the duc noms of Ati, Js; 
right adminiſtration of Sacraments 7 whereby nor onely 
, thepopilh and profane have been miore alienated cthan'es 
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mercies were not mercies; 


| {';. :- PEI 
ver; from thetruths and ways of God: but ignorance, he- 
relie, heatheniſm and atheiſm increaſed , | and through 
long faſting from the Inflicutions of Chriſt, many have loſt 
their ſtomachs; arid ſome, thar very lite which appeated 
formerly to a& in them; and others unworthily parta- 
king thereof, have been hardened and nuzled up in their 
evil ways, and ſealed up under wrath and condemnation? 


| How have Family duties in moſt places been negleQed, even 


to provoke the Lo K Þ to pour out his #rath npon them, as 
upon the heathens that call not on his name! YVhat infidelity 
and diſtruſtfulneſs have prevailed in many {pirits, in 7e- 
lation to our late Supream Magjſtrate, as it the Author of 
our mercies did not continue, & his cauſe the ſame, it that 
eminent inſtrument were removed ? Though we have fo 
many precious promiſes, ſo many ſtrengthening experi-. 
ences, as ſtays & props to our hope, even under the great- 
eſt ſhakings, and many ſoverain Cordials to prevent faint- 
ns; God nothaving left himſelf wichout many witneſſes 
to his mercie, cyen.tothis day of trouble and. treading down, 
which otherwiſe would have been indeeda day of grief, 
and of deſperate ſorrow. And how great hath been the 
-Ineratitade and murmuring perigcls of others, as if our 
| :caule themſelves were nor / 
the pipes of conveyance; or becauſe thoſe waters came ngr 
ſoplencifully into their Ciſterns as unto others? 
. Theſe and ſuch like ſins as theſe, ſeem ſtampt (as it were) 
on the face of this judgment, and are to be eſpecially eyed 
In the frown thereof. And are they ( briſtians, are they 


 men,'"who are without the ſenſe of theſe things? Have we 
- like ſheep, wandered from our Shepheard,, and from one 


another mthis our ſun-ſhine? It is juſt for our God to (end 
fach aſtorm to driye us together, and into his fold. Haye 
we played with the candle that burned ſo brightly among 
us,conſuming himſelf tro guide and refreſhtheſe Nations, 
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(7) 
or have we puffed at w?/itis juſt for God to putit otit. 
- AnddothnottheLo rD now call fram heaven uato 
us, as ſometimes hedid to backſliding Is Ka KL, Gather 
Jour ſelves together, yea gather your ſelves, ſearch. and {aft your 
ſelves, 0 Nation not deſired, before the decree: bring. forth, 
(which ſeems now to: hatien tothe birth): before. the day 
paſs as the chaf, before all your light, and joy ;and peace and 
pleary be blown away by the blaſt of the Lords difplea- 
tare ; before the fierce anger of the Lord comeupon you, betore 
the day of the Lords anger come upon you 2 And vvecah 
not. forbear, but call upon all the Lords-people in this 
Land, as Mosss fometimes did tothe [ſraeljtes,V Uhois 
on the Lords fide among you? Conſecrate your ſelves today untd 
the Lord, even ervery manby puniſhing and witnefling a- 
gainf} fin in his ten, and in his brother, and- eſpecially. by 
doing execution upon itin himſelf; 'That he may beſtovy 
a blefling upon us this day. Letus with one heart and 
mouth ſay, To us belongeth confufion of face, to our Princes, 
fo our fathers, and to our children, becauſe we harve ſinned. 6 
gainſt the Lord; Let us bewail and repent of our former 
doings, Which were not good : pot onely by forrowing, for - 
them, (tor there is ſorrow enough evenin hell,): nor one» 
ly by wiſhing them undone, (for lo-far even Tudas went; } 
bur by true repentance from dead works, turning again to the 
Lord to /erve the living God. Letall the Magifirates ot the 
Land, let all che Goſpel- Miniſters, let all che Officers and 
Souldiers, leg both great and ſmall renew their Covenant, 
and engage their ſouls, and give the band umtothe Lord, 
and unto Vs, who do ſtretch forth ours unto you, ſaying, 
{ ome and let us return unto the Lord, for be hath torn and be 
Till beal us, be hath ſmitten and be will bind us up. 

And for our further help botk in returning to him, and 
gaining ſome comfortable evidence that be doth accept us, 
and will heal ys, Ic is ordered, That Thurſday. the a 

teen 
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teenth'dayof Offober next;, be keptas an Holy day of 
Faſting and Prayer unto the Lord, That thereon we' may 
#fflicÞcur ſouls betore himz-and lament, nor fo. much che 
fallof our Grown and chief ornamenr, as Qur fins that cauſed 
it: 'T hat theeyes of albour 'Tribes, as of one man, may be 
toward the Lord, to-beg mercy for-his-poor Chuich here 
oncarth, ſcattered over the face of rhe: whole world: Thar 
the Rightouſnels rhereof:may go forth as brightneſs, znd 
' ttheSalyationthereof as 4 lawp thatburnerh:: and particu- 
Lrly;for thar part thereof w® his own Right-band hath plan- 
rein theſe Nations, That he would-extend peace unto:r, 
like a River, and glory like a flowing ſtream; and 'to that end, 
That he. vwould make: his face to:ſhine upon, his Servant, 
whom thegood hand of ms providence hach-novy fer over 
us;"that as he hath. called bio. this great and weighty 
work, ſo hewould carry/him through it all his dayes in 
theeverlaſting Armes of -his power and goodneſs, to the 
glory of his own.name, and the joy of theſe Na:ions; that 
ſo,.he may'prove. the Miniſter of Goa.indeed tous for. good; 
 forallmanner of good; natural, moral, civil, . Spiritual , 
Thathewould bleſs bis HiGuNness Counals in theſe 
three Nations; and cloath them with' a. ſpirit furable to. 
- their ſtations: and all other inferior Magiltrates ; That the 
mountdins may drop downnew wine, and the hills flowy-with 
milk ; thar'the mountains may bring forth peace unto the people, 
and the little bills by rightonſneſs ; -That he wou'ds bleſs his 
H1&n xEss Forces both: at home and abroad,: by land 
and--Jea ; 'wyith- the continuance of a. ſpiric:of Joveand 
faithfulneſs; and with good ſucceſs in all their lawtul'un- 
dertakings , That he would eftabliſh and ſtrengthen his 
confederacies with other-Natiens, .fo far as may tend to 
the propagating the Goſpel,-and to. the: preſervation and 
proſperity ofthe poor Proteſtants in other Countreys; 
That: he: would {er up barniag-and: ſhinivg lights in. all the 
C1933 wt dark: 
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dark cornets of this land, and bleſs the labours of thoſe 
whom he hath already ſer and made fairhful ro the bring. 
inz in and building up of many fouls, through the fellovy- 
ſhip of the gofpel, in an. everlaſting fellowſhip with the 
Father, & the Son, by the communion of the holy Ghoſt. 

And it is further Ordered, That the Shcrifs of the ſeve- 
ral Counties in this Nacion, do forthwith (after receipt 
heceot) diſtribute the (aid Declarations to all and every the 
Miniſters within their reſpeRive Balywicks, to che intent 
that ſeaſonable and publick notice may be given unto the 
People by the Miniſters in every their reſpective Pariſhes 
and Congregations , upon the Lords-day preceding the 
ſaid fourteenth day of Ofober. And the ſaid Miniſters 
are alſo to read this Declaration unto the People, at their 
being afſembled upon the ſaid Fait-day, appointed to 
be celebrated, For the better obſervation whereof, the 
ſervile works of mens-ordinary Callings are to be fore 
born upon that day. 

And all Sherifs, Mayors, Governors: of Garriſons, Iu« 
Rices of the Peace, Conſtables, and other Officers Civil 
and Military, are to take care that the jaid day be ſolemnly 
kept and obſcrved. * FE 


Dated at the ( ouncil- chamber in Dublin, Wy 
2 To day of September, 1659. = 


I. Steele Canc. R. Pepys, Miles Corbet, William Bury. 


